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' distortions of fact of which our

hyrocritical world 1 composed
hpw wh more diffivelt the newspaocr s |
tush i when it s compelled to getl its
facts from n maxe of ignorant Hull
‘It'\'t'i‘\'il‘.;, conflicting witnesses!

The next time wyou find an error I@

your favorite mewspaper try an experi-
ment. Try to capture one small fact
yourself, in vour own home town. You
will quickly diseover just how wary a bird
the truth is and how very unpopular.
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of Napoleon in the early evening hours at
Waterloo. He had the Guard, and if the
Guard could break the British line he
could til! win the battle before all the
Prussisn troops arrived; but if he put the
Guard in and they fafled, he was certain
to face disaster and ruin. He took his
gamble and he lost.  Germany must now
take her gamble. She must endeavor to
break the will and spirit of France before
the snow flies next autumn, If she sve-
ceeds, Germany may be able to achieve the
negotiuted peace which will Jeave her
she may be able

Another Blow at France

Whatever may [ the trath with refer-
enee to the imminence of a new German
offcusive in the West, it is patent that the
wole remuining chunce for a German vie-
tory in this war lies in an affensive which
shall dispose of France before the United
States can arvive.

The Russian collapse has provided Ger-
many with a strategic reserve in the West
for the first time since Verdun. It is pos-

le now for the Germans to repest the =S
o8 ¥ ! strong on the Continent.

thus to repeat the achievement of Napu-
E leon, who several times defeated Austrin,
fvont. 1f they can defeat the l rench Prussia und Russia before he @inally
overwhelmingly, or if they can Impose po. gy if France cun bear the ulti-
upon the French such great losses as 10 ;.00 4o with such help as is available
produce approximate exhaustion, they may | the end will not be hard to perceive when
hope to achieve a separate peace with
France before the United States can be-| the Russian collapse has vanished as did
come an effective force in the war. ___ that other reserve which melted away on
In the winter of 1915-'16 the British the heights wbove the Meuse before the
army was incapable of supporiing the atill inviulute Veratn. 2
Freach by an offensive in Flanders or by
reinforcements in Lorraine. Not until July
was the British army able to move, and it
was then obliged to bear heavy casusltics  Whether John J. Dillan, Commissioner

. a1 "0 Markets, could have helped
because it was still imperfectly prepared °f Foods and Mar

1 uurblame t::!L le:‘ Febryuapry antil to solve the pressing food problem under
oEm | other conditions than those he had to work

Verdun attack upon France without weak-
ening their lines at any peint on the Wesy

The New Markets Commissioner

July France had to bear the burden of the | . . .0 pocide the point. The point is |

German attack upen Verdun alone. that, holding that office for a long period

Before making their attack upon Ver- of time, he proved unable to affect condi-
dun the Germans had by their successful |tions favorably for the public either by
his official acts or the great volume of

cumpaign in Russia, which began at the | ™'® 9 _
g eriticism which he put forth.

Dunajee, temporarily climinated Russia

a military factor. They were able to has succeeded to this place under the re-
bring many of their best troops from east ,..qization of the state’s food board-—
to west. They were able to bring most of the Council of Farms and Markets—may
their heavy artillery, and their great capt- | be able to accomplish more. He will have
ures of Russian guns and supplies mate- in his favor

vially sided them in the great venture, | While not all it should be, is better tha_n'
B oy oo Woaue St Sy 500 wd‘lnono, plus & long administrative experi-
hey failed at Verdun, but they Inticted | e as State Commissioner of Health and

upen France at that time a wound which | =~ 0 cideruble persondl experience of farm
hus never been healed and never aceu-!ioyditions gained as the operator of a
appraised outsideof France herself, lerge dairy furm. He may be expected to
clween the British und the Germans, work in harmony with Mr. Mitche!l and
the other members of the State Toud Com-
mission, which Mr. Dillon, & holdover from
a previous period and a prey jous political
administration, was not at all certain to
do.

Any aid which the state authorities,
Federal autherities, the city authorities,
or all of them working together, can give
to the hurd-beset consumers is badly need-
ed. 1f this change operates to produce i

|
e

rats

the siteation as to morule is unmistukably
fuvorable to the British,
niade the great losses of the Germans nor
yet felt the pinch of economic and food
pressure. They have behind them a long
stretch of 1wal but unmistakable victories
on the offensive, and there is no such
in the British nation as has been

They have never

Wenriness

wduced by iuvasion uand devastation in aceelerition of supply or & veduction of
Feonee, Ui inconceivable that the Ger- prices for foodstuffs, the public will be
e rs can hope 1o breal, the British spivit ghundantly grateful.

by any offens that they might conduct e

oW, “Re;ting Comfortably”

On the other hand, it would be idle to
mistake the danger which must now be for |
all of us as a result of Prench sacrifice
und devotion in the first three years of the
war. We are bound to recognize that from

you print?” is a favorite query put to
newspaper men. In the view of thm?e
cynicy, newspapers gpend most of their
time misspelling names, imagining inci-
dents that never huppened, and generally

the Marne to the Somme F rance was oobandling life as it is led.

ohtiged 1o bear the burden of the war prac- Phere is just one angwer to be mude to
tleally stnzle bunded. We are bound to | the query above, und that ix: “Newspiapers
e P ) despite the very best &l cuch of their fucts as are absurd from

the absurd hunan beings who for on.
reason or @ thousand refuse to relute
| facts  accurately.” Newspapers, truth-
:tcllin;e newspapers, spend a very large
| part of their time correcting these mis-
| etatements. running them to their source
| and getting at the truth. A certain vro-
| portion ef error gets by—not as great a
proportion as can be heard in any village
neighborhoed gossip, for it is the coneern
| of newspapers, of honest ones, that is, lo
allow for errors und correct them, where-
Beaumont-Hamel, in November, We shull 8¢ it is the concern _uf thuse otthcr pur-
) 4 the : . vevors of news, gossips, to create errors
| 4k o Brlllnh {a.apeed. We shall wh}ene\'er they are more interesting than
not have a considerable army ready for| the truth.
action next year, and it will be imposgible
for us to intervene in the war to lift tha]
burden of France to any effective dm
before April or May of 1919,

In that period the British will be able

to do much for the French. They will un-

test efforts, Amer-
powerless to i

intentwne Sud the
he

]

iem will (uite s
France decisively next year sz were the
British at the time of Verdun.

It took the British from August, 1914,
to July, 1916, to raise and organize a citi-
wen wrmy, which made its first apial.-ar.tu'l:.
on the offensive in the Battle of the Somme !
'.._l

mnith

eve real efficiency for

1

L Ty therealter, not, 1n fm'f. until

we note in the news of the day in sundry
newspapers an account of an operation
for appendicitis upon the wife of a dis-
tinguished citizen. After the operation
'the doctors who performed it announced
officially thst the patient was “resting

questionubly tuke over u considerable por- comfortably.”  Have you ever been
tion of the line, a4 we may take over u operated upon for appendieitis, dear
small portion. but now that the Italian reader? Or for anything cle? If you

itustion has demanded Briti have you will know just liow miuch “rest-
s ituation has un ish and French | ing comfortably” there is after any tak-

armies, and the Bulkan situation still re-| {0 ¢ ether.

quires large Allied forces at Salonica, the

~ Allies on the West front will not only lack l acutely and could not possibly rest for

{hemen for an offensive, but will have to

husband their reserves until America in. ™
tervenes,

Ior the next year t

ild case of post-operative torture,
The case is an especially good one he-

war 1s guing o be ig not meun to misrepresent.

It is to be hoped that Dr. Porter, who

the new state food law, which, |

the |

“Where do you get the absurd facts

the German strategic reserve released by |

}

If the dostors had an-
nounced that the patient was suffering

' many hours they would have descfibed a !

catise the doctors were uccurate folk who
: Tht}' Bun- Widomatabl
# uestion of Frsace. Seund, if brutsl, ply banded cut onc of the couventionsl, ful v but the Lue bus suoght tv destroy,

to people who have acquized the habit of
lovish street sign advertising, A furor
was  raised  which lasted u couple
months when the commissiion ;Ii]ll[ll:ﬂlt!’i]
jts first plan for restrieting “white way"

ol

dizplay.  But when that plan went into
effect il wia foumd to have been trimmed
down to almost farcical inconsequence,

The mammoth =izns were to be dimmed be-

fore and after certain hours. But the
smaller cigns were to be left blagzing as
usual,

\ brief cxperinent sufficed to show that
the suving thus offected was almost
II('_LE]-{."-! . I'he --l'.‘,:.h:.] programme rep-
resented o mere nibble. And what s
wanted i vholesale  celimination of
witste,  Why should “white wa) coti-
tinue to flare at all in war time? The

fuel they burn up is certainly needed for |
better purposes. But instead of elimina-
tion the commission now suggests a sec- |
ond compromise with the “white ways as|
vsual” advocates. We are to have “light-|
less mights,” just us we now have “meat- |
less days" and “wheatless days.” But on |
other nights the Le allowed

sigms are to be
to blaze away without restriclion.

This is only o - pvidenee of. half-
henngdnes ] olie can get along
‘.'J"lli'i‘_ . i il rorgeais lh"'
atre, restaurant and shop signs on a

Priday night or a Sunday night, why
can't it et along without them for the
rest of the week? There is no just par-|
allel between partial abstention from foods
and partial abstention from the high Iightsil
of urban night life. If sombreness is a|
patriotic duty us well as a necessary
why chouldn't we weeustom our-

ceonGimy,
selves tu it ull the week round? Why
shouldn’t we also rtinforee saving in use-
jess night illumination with a daylight

saving luw for the summer months?

We are in for a hard, long war. We
might us well begrin at once to take war
conditions seriously. Whiteless "whitel
ways” ought to be the rule until peace |
veturns and we can again turn with a

| “Times may change, but the changeless

L and “minority” are terms constantly used to

|;M Davey and Jacob and John Th e F 0 un d a

DAVEY

“Down to my ancient haven
The gullant chips they cotic;

Broken and bent, with their spirits cpent,
Shuttered and torn and dumb.

And T curse the provwling, steel-shoathed

sharks

That gloat on murdered bones,

For the sea was clean of the submarine |
When I was Davey Jonu'.'"

JACOR

“When 1 sailed forth in my sloop-o™-war
To fave the ‘task assigned, .

An honest. foe gave blow for hiow,
Which 1 returned in kind.

The great green sea had a chivalry
Which the slinking Hun disowns:

It was gun for gun, and the best man

won,

When I was Jacob Jones.”

JOHN

S0
Knows only the old, ald way.

\ <tub in the dark may reach its mark;
It never can win the day!

The proudly free will rule the sea
Till the Hun his shame atones:

For the lads in blue are as stanchly true
A\« when I was John Paul Jones,”

Suid John Paul Jones to Jacob Jones
On Glory's star-strewn height:
‘Lift up your eyes—~the flag still flies!
They've only begun to fight!”
STANLEY J. QUINN,

Who Are the Bolsheviki?
To the Editor of The Tribun,

Sip: It iz & matter of sincere regret 1o
me thut 1 cannot aceept the intended gory
rection of my article on the Bolshe‘.‘iki—_prp-.
posed by Tsubel F. Hapgood. My Runl.un
{riends continue to say to me (I do not resd |
Russian) thet my statdment was accurate.
The word “Bolshevikl,” being translated, |

| grusped.

In many quarters the greatest fears are ex-
pressed for the future of the Ruusinn nation.
These foars are unfounded, The future of
the Russisn nation is os safo us that of the
The proofs of this state-
ment  are  easily presented  and  readily
Russinn  uational unity, political
and sociul, i founded deop upon her essential

American nation.

geogruphienl unity,  Vhat s why, as & ns

tional antity, the Rusgian nation will weather

wll the slorms which may come upon her.
Place before you o map o burepe. You

will note that the soil of every nation, ol-
most without exeeption, v » geographicnl
unit, Generally the land of u people is sure
rounded by sen or mountsing, er both, In
the case of Germany it is not so, nor as re-
gards the Balkans., Theeoby hongs o tale
The terrible history of Germsny snd of her
vengeanee upon the world for that history
rests upon the fact that she is not physio-
graphically u nations! unit. The Balkens
ure entirely open on the north, on the east,
o the south, They are neither a nation
nor # number of nations. The babble of
their many tongues, the hodge-podge of their
races and erecds, culls for an ordering which
cannot come from within in this generation.
With Nussis it Is entirely different. Here
the limits of geographical national life are
pretty carefully set. Russia, from her his-
torien] birth in the west centre-of her patri-

| mony n thousand years ago, spread west to
| the Baltic and the Carpathisns; east, first

to the Urals and then to the far away Pacific;
southeast to the Caspian aud south to the
Bluck Ses and the Caucusus Mountains,
These ave the limite set by relentless physi-
cal geography to the enormous Russian na-
tion. FEven if Russian Poland were lopped
off by the Germans the Russiun nation would
suffer no great physieal injury. The modern
European nation: asre located single
islands, peninsulas or unified plaing, Hua-
sin i3 a vast plein upon which a single na-

upon

means  majority, und “Mingheviki” means o el ovolved.

minority, Now it happens, ss o naler of |
{aet, thut the majority of the Russian Social-
Democrutic party sre, indeed, us isabel F.
Hupgood suggests, the “Mayximalists” That |
is, they demand the maximum or extreme
revolutionary Socialist ' programme, = The
“Minsheviki,” or minority, are also the
“minimalists,”  who demand a less extreme
Socialist poliey. |

Were lsabel F. Hapgood more familiar, per- |
haps, with the labor and Socialist movements
of Europe she would realize that “majority”

designute the tww factions inta which most
nuticnal Socialist purties are divided. At x
recent convention of the Russian Soeial-
Demovtatic party the “Maximalists” or revo-
lutionary fuction became, by a very small
mujority vote, the “Bolsheviki,? or majority.
I'he “minimalists,” or reformist fuetion, was |

| thus made the “Minsheviki,” or the minority. |

So when her friends in Petrograd told her
that the “Bolsheviki” were the “Maximalists" |
they were quite right.

Were Isabel F, Hapgood's statement correet |
in every detail, ax it is in substance, it would
permit the situation, as she intimates, to be '
much more simply deseribed. So 1 regret
that 1 am forced to cling to the explanstion I
mude in my recent urtivle.

New Yeork, Dece. o, I‘.I_".". FRANK BOHN.

The Polish Question
To the Ed:tor of The Tribune,

Sir: In Frank H. Simonds's contribution to
Sunday's Tribune the international implica-
tions of the Polish question were envisaged |
with a discernment and comprehensiveness
practically unknown to American jonrnl.lillll.l

Her home has been the hinterland of
Europe. Sea commerce, the mother of Eu-
ropean eivilization, did not touch Russin.
Open to constant invasion from Asis, she

remained long Asiatie in churacter.
Religious Antipathies !
The Russian nation undoubtedly presents |
considerable internal variations. We shall
show that these will be overcome in the
future much more easily than in the past,

| The religious differences ean be quickly dis-
| posed of.

They are not fundumentally im-
portant in modernized peoples. With the
devalopmant of the mechine procese, of mod-
et market: and of ihe social clugses pro-
duced by the modern industrial rigime, popu-
iations of vurious relig beliefz live to-
gother and work together without real diffi-
culty., Harsh religious antipathies are pro-
duced by the conditions obtaining among no-
madic tribes and primitive agricultural pop- |
ulations. The peoples in modern nations
do not quarrel about religion, although re- |
ligious differences, so ealled, are often used
as & means of deception to serve the inter- |
ests of classes or groups in political and!
economic confliets. The Russians proper

form the great bulk of the membership of -

the great Greek Orthodox Church, Besides
this national reiigion these are three other
groups, the Polish Reman Cathelics, the

Finlund and the’
Mahometuans in

Protestant Luthéruns of
Baltie provinces, wnd the
the provinces of the Caucafus, But the na-
tionalism of the Finns, of the Poles and
of the Baltic Germans is not primarily re-
ligious, It is linguistic and traditional,
The climatic differences of Russia do not
endanger national unity in this age, Extend-
ing from the far Arctic regions to Trans-

clear conscience to the enjoyment of its|In’ its characteristically American garb, this! Caucasis, the variations of climate are much

extravagances and/ luxuries.

Dislevalty in the Schools

I'he recomnicadation of the High Schuol
Cuimittes of the Bonrd of Educntion that
the throe teachers suspended from De Witd

b

Clinton uvn churges of disjoyalty dis-
missed is equivalent to a verdict of guilty
by & jury. In their case the court to im-
ose the sentence will be the Board of
Education. What that sentence will be|
need not be anticipated. What it ought |
to be hus recently been declared by two
parties in interest in this general situa-
tion, whore angle of approach  differs
--';l].!jn

b John He Fisley, St
ol Edocation, says:

“The =ame degree of loyalty is asked
of & tescher as of a soldier, If a teacher
cannot give that unguestioning support to
the country that makes his own individual
freedom in time of peace possible, his|
place is not in the school. T will not say
where it is, but of all places in the world
he chould not be in the school as the repre- |
sentative of his country.”

Ihe Migh Schoel Teachers” Assvciation
after adopted  the  Tollowing
vesolution :

“It is the opinion of the High Schoul
Teachers' Association that any teacher
who aids and encourages pupils to defy
school authorities and discipline ie a dis-
grace to his calling and falte to his pro-|
fessionul duties, and any teacher who, ac-
cepting his livelihood at the hands of the
government, uses hic position to under-
mine the authority of the government is a
dishonest and deceitful person and totally
unfit to be o member of the teaching pro-
fession,”

On the finding of facts made by the High
School Committee and these expressions
of opinion by the authorities quoted, the,

e Commiasioner

digcus-ion

Yor & small but significant illustration | jate of Messre, Mufson, Schmalhausen and

Schneer may safely be left to the Board |
of Education. |

American Humor at the Front
ibvam T '}
ble ebullience of the Yanuheo|

¢ (rmahis Bech

soldier riees nbove the Le

irrepress
rror of war and buk.

bles in spurkling effervescence over the hattls
front. On devastated ticlds, where he toils to
restore yome semblance of civiliealion, ne

erccts signs that indieate his cternal optimism
and defiance of fate, These digne wre noi|
grim in irony or threatening in aspect, as are |
some erected by the enemy, but are full of |
he spirit of hope und purpose. The ripple|
of laughter that fows from them may strike
some of the more gerlous-minded as in some !
stnes out of place, but they really show no
They wre exprossive

roverenec, "H

olve Lo Toyise

wca of

T und mal

§ ousi., bec s, auil,

subject, the mere mention of which never '
fails tu send a tremor along the Hohenzcl-
lern gnine, =mells of the encyclopredia anag
Las a dlatinetly “Made in Germany” get up.
Too few neople realize to what en extent
data affecting Polead have u (Termsn or w
Russian origin, and wien one considers the
sveved dJdetermination of these nations to
Blot the very neme and memory of Poland
from the minds of mankind, the value of in-
fermation from such sources may<readily pe
appraised.

To one pulsating with the eternal verities
underlying Poland's claims, Mr. Simonds's |
article comes with a welcome far beyond the
expressing, Its very originality suggests «|
grasp of data und a eclewr-headed historieal |
insight undeeeived by the historie Poland of
journulisn az erested by CGerman snd Rus-

e calumniation utd duaplieity. Within the
briel limits" of hig arthele Mr. Simonds has
minde u geonuvine contribution to the literature
of the subject, und to thig extent he has|
mnde thousands of renders his debtors.

LEON POZNANSKI,

Elmhurst, N. Y., Dec, 10, 1917.

Early Closing to Save Coal
Tu the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: When the United Stetes Fuel Admin-
istration sppealed to the nation to prevent |
vaste of fuel the members of the Long Islund |
City Phermuceutical Assoclation immediately '
voted to close their stores one hour sooner to
wesist the government, 2

Mozt of vur stores are uwow elosed &t 10
p. m (LD poom on Saturdays), snd we hope to
spread this movement oier the whole coun-
try.  There iz absolutely no reason for sny |
store to keep open until 11 and 12 p. m, |
especially at the present lime, when lelp i¢
cearce and the waste of coal a erime, but in
order to succeed we must have the support
af the press,

We received to.day a letter from P, B.
Nouyes, ehuirman of the conservation division,
commending our work, /

Weo feel that this movement should huve
the suppert of the influential press,.that [
iy spread throughout the country. By this
many tons of cosl will be suved and muany
clerks released lor nationsl service.

LONG ISLAND CITY PHARMACEUTICAL
ASSOCIATION, . By M. N,
Long lzlund City, Dee. 10, 1917,

German “Fteedom of the Press”

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Referring to the dialogue that a few |
of sour readers are carrying om in your es-
teemad puper over the question of “free
speech,” permit me to fay thst it amounts
to incredibly bad faith when anybody deres
to mention that kind of freedom with respect
te the countries ruled by the Hohencollerns.

I have lived very many vears in Berlin und
was closely conneeted with the chief editor
¢f the “Nations! Zeitung." He used to tell
me that it was bad enough to be forbidden to |
tell the truth us he knew it, but that it wni
galling in the extreme to be compelled to|
v.rite and publish what he knew to be untrue,
ialse, mischievous and slanderous. In the
deys of Bismarck and his “reptiles™ that was
the diet of every German daily paper. Moritz
Busch, whom I have known, has repeatediy
hinted at that abominable systens in his
books, Shall we call it “/rs tha

prues”? CHARLES Lo

| ern  nation

| the «nation?

less important than would seem. The far
north resembles Alaskn. o The furthest south
migt well be compared to Pennsylvania.
sSuech differences are eusily overcome by mod-
ern means of wport: 1t and communics-
tion. Ir e elimatic difficreness here
in the United Htates, it ding Aluskn, are
much greater than in Russia,

Vuriety in cconomic production in a mod-
is an advantage rather than
otherwise. Until we have universal free
trade a great nation is much the richer and
the stronger because of different forms of
economic production. Russis, primarily ag-
ricultural, has ecnormous forests in the
north and centre which have recently yielded |
her grent wealth through export. Her ex-

inet, th

fion of_l R

A Prediction That Her Essential Geographical Unity Will Prevail

! land-holding nobility long after it has ceasad |

By Frank Bohn, Ph. D.

tensive iron and coal deposits will very soon
give to Russin the bagizx for an cnormous
industrial development. Russia is, fortu-
nutely, nossessed of u most sorvicenhle sys-
tem of inland waterways, Her savigable
ivers totalnyer fifty thousand mile

or not Centen! and Eastern Siberi

fully moulded into the

¢ for e future lo decide
1 4 stive to remaln an

Whether

Ru
Ha
internl

glicce

tinn

new eante to the maltter of
Vvergnnee, Will no! the Yariou e
ments of this enormens territory Hnelly make
national unity under a democratic aystem
Impoesible?
Racial Differences Exaggerated

Let me =ay st the outset that racial dif-
ferences in the structure of Eurepean na-
tions have becn enormously overemphasized.
The theory, for instance, that the Fronch aer
one race, the Germans another, and o on,
r =0 nweh in error as te be quite ridiculous
The German people and the French pecpl
are both composed primarily of two ehief
rivinl stheke.  We shall not bige
ihird and fourth clements, which are

' i.;l' h

tess important. The body «f both the Ger-
mun und the French peoples 1o made up of
a Teutonic or German elemént und the Celtic
or Middle European stock, The Germanie

race, which is predeminent in (he north of
Vresnee, fades into the great Middle Earopean
Ceitie =toek in the North, Central and Esat-
orii France. The great mass of the South
Germang are of the same racial stoek esact-
iy as the Eastern and Centrul French, The
essontial factor in the national lives of
theue peoples iy that these various racial
elements have been blended within histori-
cal times hy cconomic relationships, social
contact and intermarriage in contiguous ter-
ritories. - The foundation of national unity
in cach case is geographic form, which
leads to economic unity. - There is not a nu-
tlon in Europe whose people sre racially
“nure.” Theé endless nonsense in connection
with the subject disseminatd by popular
chanyinistie writers in practically sl the na-
won
tions
vacial hatreds., It has been a lesser amd yet
important cause of Europesn wais,

Hacinl differences in Russia, considering
the size of the nation and her history, sur-
prise one by their limitationsgs For instance.
there are tribes of Mongolian Lapps and
Samoyedes in the far north. These ¢lements
endanger Russian national unity as much as

tribes of Esquimaus in Northern Alaska en-| . .o 000 o0 sbisclutely nocessury L 2

darger the unity of the United States. The
Cossacks of the Den and of the Volga do
pot constitute a separate race. They are un
nriitficialiy created population, settled upon
frontier territory for the purpose of pro-
teeding Hussia from invaszion and furnish-
Ing & professional woldiery for the Coars,
in the east und southeast sre considerable
Monpolian clement=, in Poland, in the Riga
distriets and in the south are perhaps eight
millions of Hebrews, Yet the population of
European Russiy presents fewer rpacial dif-
ferences than that of the United States. The
basic stock of the Russian pecple is the
sage element wheh prevails in Southern |
Germany and Fastern France -the Middie'
European or Alpine stock. !
The Alien Groups

The nationalistic groups within the Rus-
slan territory which present resl problems
are four in number: Finland, the Germuns
of the Baltic provinces, Poland and the
Ukraine. The Finna have not as yet de-
manded sbeolute independence, Though con-
nected racially with the people of the Scan.
dinavian countries, the Finng understand
only too well the economic bond which
unites their land to Russia. The Finnish
farmers furnish dairy products for Petrograd
and its environs. Territorial neighborship,
if nothing else, tends to unite them by the
closest sense of fellowship to Russia. Hel-
singfogs and Viborg are to Petrograd what
the cities of Connectieut are to New York
City, Finland will undoubtedly demund a con
siderable degree of home rule, She will ask to !
be a stute among the United States of Russiu

As regards Poland, the situation is much
the same, Jolund is the first industrial cen-
tre of Russine Her citios are becoming great
textile  and metal manufacturing centres.
Their natural market is Russin. An attempt
to place a tarif wuall between Poland and
Russia would meet with the strongest dis-
approval of both the Polith employing eclass
and working class. Like sll stupid racisl !
hatreds and national conceits, Polish patriot- |
ism will live on umong the pessantry and

b

ussian National

und believed by the various pupula- 47
i one of the primary causes of bitter 2

to have sn influence in the indu
“the only sound cause for Polish natl
vk Czariem. Within a demoeratie
Poland can find a place as well as P&
HSimilarly the Germun eloment in the'

provinces has not shown any genersly
cither to Be annexed to Germany ot 9.
ite indebendone i
of th TiT

pe in the "y
man aristocraty vl e nn Balt [
inces are simply Bast Prossian Juﬂ&

have been given s free hand by the Cae
uppress the peasuntry These serfs,
ing neither Russian nor German, §
Leither symp nut proteetion from
overlords elther at home pr ot the
capital, When the Listory of 1017 ig
it will ur !

sirong breet

duubted)y ¥ -
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as New England dees
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the careful wsupervision the  Acting
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" whish thr ateny
A United States of Russia Demanded

What the very cxistence of Finlaad, Py
land, the Baltic provinces and the Ukming

| demand is the institution of a United State

of Russin. The size of Huusie, as well &
sectional divergencs, makes this form notosly

cratic Russian government can be suecessfyl
only if federalized as ours has been,

At this point 1t may be well to say s wenl
natantineple, &
he workingme

revolutionary {des

i
itry of Russia arv belng misled by

ory, “No anncxations, didemaitiss®
I'his i= u stupendous error.  Whother sr st
the waterway to the high seas,

Gibraltar, should be neutralized 'ﬂm
diseuss here.  Yet the relationship |
Conatantinople should hold to Russia I *
try to make elear by the following compark
sun: Suppose that the Mississippi Valley
and all Central Canada and Alaska wams
separate nation composed of a distinet pa
ple. Suppose further thst this populstios

fhe

possessed of the Great Lakes, had seapirts
only on Hudson Bay and the Bering Se
trolled Texas and the
Ippi.
M

Buppose Mexico co
mouth of th J Would met thet
great netian sissippl Vi and
the [ar north be justified in dema the
posseszion of New Orlesns and Mobile? dny
artitleial politiea] line drawn between I

resports of a great continent and the hm
land must be o great curse, a hi :
progress, to natural economic denlo—g
national life. For that verv ressos
poliey of Italy in demanding Trieste and i

eastern littoral of the Adriatic is n
fundamenta! economic and political erver, I

ld

GL Ao

| successful it will plaft pregmant

future wars—unless -unless we bave
lute und universal free trade t;‘lh]bﬁ
n fundamental law f- the

cevnomic and pe fe
tion |
elode of
humunity everywhere are

nr

ensily misled, easily horded snd cheated 8
that the good nature of the Russian m
and their intense longing for peace
them to deceive themseives us regards

stantinople. This ancient eastern >
and the open waterway to the high sess B
the #outh maost be scquired; so will the hets
of the Russian nation be completed asd e
future wnity, safety and develonment assared
(Cepprighend, 917, Oils ¥, Weodl

Lectures and Loyalty

Pub!ic_ Schoolhouses  Should Be
Centres of Nationalism

To the Editor of The Tribune:

Sir: At this hour, eritical in the history
of New York's public school system, when
costly experiments in the elementary schools |
are to be sbandoned, when the world's great- |
est publie lecture system is without a per-
manently appointed ysupervisor, sobering and
prophetic are the words, of John Pinley:
LAl S the schoolhouse ix the most svail-
abld centre that the nation has, und we must’
make it a polent one. The nation leoks te
thie state for this partieular scrvice,” And,
it must be said, the State of New York ex-
pects the eity to perform itz share of the
tazk. What bettér moment, then, can there
be -in which to make our schoollibuses in
thie truest scuse ustional centres, serving
in the spirit of loyal sacrifice and devotion
the wartime necde of the community and
Will it not be the highest
duty of the newly sppointed Hoard of Edu-
cation to utilize every rvesource, material
wud human, to this kigh aim?

1n W01, when the diverse educational units
that twday vomprize,the Negw York.publie
oeiroo]l were wrought into one organic whole,

seerted Dr. Masxwell unnecgnsary to
complicste the problem b merging into the
schoeals the vigerous, rapidly growing* but
as yet incomplete public lecture system,. Ur,
Leipziger continued alone to blage the trail
that later becume the stiraight broad road
to the education of adults. To-day, as the
war storm increases and nations and eities
are in peril, by cnsctment of a farseeing
Legislature Dr. Maxwell is the legally con-
stituted head of the lectures, ns well us of
the schools. “The university of the people,”
after for newrly thirty yours wtilizing to
the utmost in its parallel and independent
course the materinl and intellectus!l good
will of the schools, at last —if the suthorities
€0 Jdispose-~muy yield up its independence,
nid, clogely codrdinated with the sehools,
directed Boachool wupenntendents, enter
upen & wider feld, spreading through city
and uation practical loyalty and intelligent
citizenship. |

What the contribution of’the schools would
be, in equipment, trained personnel and prae-
tical ideas, to this dual mobilization is
widely knowin.

The lectures, on the other hand, while
they have brought learning and refined
recreation to millions, have not,
elxazs met the appreciation they have de-
seived. Hos she Ume not come when the

‘lM\ro apd iostitutionsl phuses of the|

luctures should Le examined anew, their con-
struetive valne apprafsed and their useful-
ioss deiermined in terms the nation’s
necds ?

The, compiete story of, the growth of the
lectures year by year, from 1888 to 1017,

of

| 20 far as the writer knows, has never yet

been published. As a human interest docu-
ment it would inspire sympathy and respect.
Dr.. Leipziger's rare and apt quotations and
original epithets woild adorn each page,
while keen intellect, zeal, unflagging and
doggdd ‘detérmination would give life and
clraracter to word and phrase. Statistics,
s0 often dead, here would be visunlized into
living truths,  Appropriations vould grow
from $15,000° th F100.000, the number of con-
tres from 6 to nearly 200, audiences from
196 to more ‘than 6,000 xuditors from 22,149
to over LOOOD, ln suecession the high
lights would play on the brightening can-
vas-—leetures on practical subjects, publicity
interest, eooperation, libruries, college teach-
ers and =peciulists, lantern views and experi-
ments, schoolhouses and private halls, the
=quare foundation of busines: administration,
approved teaching methods, popular clamor
fur serious eBbjects, correlation of history,
science, sociology, art and music, courses
aften repeated; confereneces, cxaminatiens,
hooks.

e, declarstion of Dr. Figley was timely
wid must not be igmored, Muay the sobes
disys of the coming new yeur be mado bright-
er fur the City of New York by the knowl-
vidge thut each schoolhouse is indeed a na-
tiona! centre, in which, under wise control,
the public lectures, s an integral part of
the schools, with renewed spirit and broader
wini, wre effectively lined up for loyalty.

New York, Dee, 11, Wit C.F.W.
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Knit Anywhere . ‘
Ta the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: [ desire to take exception to the letters
from A, Comfort and M. Rockwell in The
I 'ribune,

Do they remlize that many women who
epinid cight hours & day in oftices and faeto-
vies ond make theirown clothes at night are
working wonders in knitting ganrments in the
time spent trigelling back and forth to work
in the subway, ete,, that will keep our soldiers
und satlors from becoming paralyzed from
theumatism or dying from pneumonia and
other ills brought on by exposure?

In my opinion, any American woman worthy
of that name will utilize every spare mo-
ment, no matter where, to protect the health |
and welfare of the men who

are sacrificing

It is said, everything for us, and be proud of the oppor- o not require fietve foreign

tunity to do her “bit.”
s FLORENCE M. NORCROSS,
New York, Dee. 1, 1817,

| be far better to lower the phy

|

Stay-at-Home Patriots®

A Protest Against Paolitical [nﬂlﬂg_l
in Army or Navy :

To the Editor of The Tribune. il
Sir: I read with great intorest the sriide

published in your edition of Sunday, Decase
ber 9, jn regard to our putriotic young M8
within the draft age who hastened to ofe
their services in tife quartermaster and g
vance departments in connection with el
to be performed in thi .

The atlitude of the L Lirge cd o
vur young men who b

§ countr

called into the tiest line Gelitin
course, somethine thyt
hut it seems (o by

the name whieh is b 4
mare to those who huve »
ing certain positions, s

My purpose, however, in writing this
iz that by publicity, if by no other
we may keep the personnel of our 8
uvy free {rom politicsl influence,
alwiye Leen the Just pride und honer
ration that ouyp Mitiry forers heve

It e
of

-

entirely free from such iaint,
There Is undgui v tecd for mEng e
ceds and men to chre tiis co

the duration of &l
could mueh betior be Slleo
draft uge or by tralped o
uge, who throush fat feel or other SR
physical defects are not qualiied for 88

duty. For example, many men
special branches in civil life have
their positions to attend the rirst snd
training camps. Of these a certain
tage huve failed to obtain cor
either through physical defects
veloped in training, or through fal
develop or to show all those qualis
leadership necessary for fiold serviee. |
men have been sent back to civil I

not u fow instances have found ¥
position which they held han besd’
over hy some one else

From suek
would be possible to draw officers 10
work rather than from men whose
inereases as their time for being ol
the draft approaches. ’

I know it was -and believe it
recessary to qualify physicslly for
wions in the ordnance and guart
partments in the same manner
other branches of the service, but

for such commissions in these
have the conditions sot forth in

continue. i

New York, Dee. 10, 1917,



